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editions; Speeches and Occasional Addresses (2
vols., 1864); translations of Dies Irae (1863),
and Stabat Mater (1868), in which he took espe-
cial pride.

[The all-sufficient source upon Dix's life is the
Memoirs of John Adams Dix (a vols., 1883) compiled
by Morgan Dix. This is supplemented by some of his
own works, notably the first two mentioned above.
Brief characterizations may be found in the Atlantic
Monthly, Aug. 1883, in D. S. Alexander, Political His-
tory of the State of New York, II (1906), 2 ff., and in
C. C. Coffin, The Hist, of Boscawen and Webster (1878),
pp. 348-56, with a genealogy of the Dix family on pp.
518-20. See also obituaries in N. Y. Times, Apr. 21,
22, 23,1879, and JV. y. Herald, Apr. 22, 23, 1879.]

A.N.

DIX, JOHN HOMER (Sept. 30, i8n-Aug.
25, 1884), ophthalmologist, was born in Boston,
Mass., the son of John Dix, a surgeon in the
United States Navy, and his wife, Sarah Jaffery
Eddy. He was graduated from Harvard College
in 1833 and after attending the Harvard Medical
School for two years, transferred to the Jefferson
Medical College, Philadelphia, where he ob-
tained the degree of M.D. in 1836. The next year
he became a member of the Massachusetts Medi-
cal Society and began practise in Boston as a
specialist in diseases of the eye and ear. On Sept.
9, 1840, he performed one of the first operations
in America for congenital strabismus (Dieffen-
bach operation), reporting his results in a brief
letter to the Boston Medical and Surgical Jour-
nal, Sept. 24,1840 (1841, XXIII, 128). Further
cases were reported the same year (ibid., 1841,
XXIII, 265, also Medical Examiner, Philadel-
phia, 1840, III, 760) and later, in book form
(Treatise on Strabismus, or Squinting, and the
New Mode of Treatment, 1841). In 1846 he
went to Europe and studied for a time under Von
Graefe. He was one of the early proponents of
ophthalmoscopic investigation of the eye and im-
ported various instruments from Europe, includ-
ing the first ophthalmoscope developed by Helm-
holtz in 1851. The results of his work were pub-
lished in four papers in the Virginia Medical
Journal (1856, VI, 361,465; 1856, VII, 19,389)-
Other papers are concerned with rare diseases of
the eye, such as: "On the Sparkling Eye" (Vir-
ginia Medical and Surgical Journal, 1853,1,12)
and "Dacryocystitis" (Ibid., 1854, HI, 279). He
was one of the early members of the American
Ophthalmological Society.

Dix practised ophthalmology in Boston for
nearly fifty years. He was a laborious student,
keen to investigate new ideas, especially those
from foreign sources, a pioneer and skilful opera-
tor on the eye before the days of modern anesthe-
sia, a man of great self-confidence, strict integ-
rity and genial disposition. Much of his fortune
was willed to charitable institutions. Besides his
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contributions to his science, he has been credited
with introducing the apartment house into the
United States, when, in 1856-57, impressed by
dwellings of that type which he had seen in Eu-
rope, he built the Hotel Pelham at the corner of
Tremont and Boylston Sts., Boston. His wife,
whom he married on June 9, 1859, was Helen
Perhan Curtis.

[A. A. Hubbell, The Development of Ophthalmol-
ogy in America, 1800-1870 (1908) ; Jour. Am. Medic.
Asso.f Mar. 24, 1888; Boston Transcript, Aug. 26,
1884; J. L. Sibley's Annotated Catalogue of the Early
Harvard Graduates (MS.) in Mass. Hist. Soc.]
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DIX, MORGAN (Nov. i, i827-Apr. 29,1908),
Episcopal clergyman, for more than half a
century connected with the Parish of Trinity
Church, New York, and for almost forty-six
years its rector, was born in New York; re-
ceived his higher education there, graduating
from Columbia in 1848, and from the General
Theological Seminary in 1852; and, after hav-
ing been long one of its first clergymen and citi-
zens, died and was buried there. He was notably
a child, not only of New York, but of Trinity
Parish. In one of its chapels, St. John's, his dis-
tinguished father, John A. Dix [gw.], had been
married to Catharine Morgan, adopted daughter
of John Jordan Morgan, The latter was long a
vestryman of the parish, and in this office John
Dix succeeded him. In St. John's Chapel, Mor-
gan Dix was ordained deacon in 1852, though he
was advanced to the priesthood the following
year in St. Mark's Church, Philadelphia, Ex-
cept for a brief term of service as assistant in the
latter church, his entire ministry was spent in
association with Trinity Parish. He accepted
the office of assistant minister in 1855, an^ in
1859 was elected assistant rector, being recom-
mended by Dr. Berrian, the rector, in preference
to older ministers in the parish, because besides
being a man of discretion, judgment, unaffected
modesty, well regulated temper, and courteous
manners, he combined in a rare degree high in-
tellectual gifts with a practical turn of mind,
orderly, methodical, business-like habits, and re-
markable minuteness and accuracy in all matters
of detail. On the evening of Nov. 10, 1862, Dr.
Berrian having been buried that afternoon, he
was elected rector. Twelve years later, June 3,
1874, he married Emily Woolsey Sautter, daugh-
ter of James T. Soutter.

From youth he had all the advantages of
wealth, social position, travel, cultivated par-
ents, and inspiring family traditions. Although
his father, having rebelled as a boy against the
long sermons* Weak theology, barren worship,
and intense cold of a New Hampshire
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